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 PHP, or PHP: Hypertext Preprocessor, has 
become the most popular server-side 
scripting language for creating dynamic web 
pages. 

 PHP is open source and platform 
independent—implementations exist for all 
major UNIX, Linux, Mac and Windows 
operating systems. PHP also supports a large 
number of databases. 
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 The power of the web resides not only in serving content to 
users, but also in responding to requests from users and 
generating web pages with dynamic content. 

 PHP code is embedded directly into text-based documents, 
such as HTML, though these script segments are interpreted 
by a server before being delivered to the client. 

 PHP script file names end with .php.  

 In PHP, code is inserted between the scripting delimiters 
<?php and ?>. PHP code can be placed anywhere in HTML5 
markup, as long as the code is enclosed in these delimiters. 
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 Variables are preceded by a $ and are created the first time 
they’re encountered.  

 PHP statements terminate with a semicolon (;).  

 Single-line comments which begin with two forward slashes 
(//) or a pound sign (#). Text to the right of the delimiter is 
ignored by the interpreter. Multiline comments begin with 
delimiter /* and end with delimiter */. 

 When a variable is encountered inside a double-quoted ("") 
string, PHP interpolates the variable. In other words, PHP 
inserts the variable’s value where the variable name appears 
in the string. 

 All operations requiring PHP interpolation execute on the 
server before the HTML5 document is sent to the client.  

 PHP variables are loosely typed—they can contain different 
types of data at different times. 
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 Type conversions can be performed using function 
settype. This function takes two arguments—a 
variable whose type is to be changed and the 
variable’s new type.  

 Variables are typed based on the values assigned 
to them. 

 Function gettype returns the current type of its 
argument.  

 Calling function settype can result in loss of data. 
For example, doubles are truncated when they are 
converted to integers.  

 When converting from a string to a number, PHP 
uses the value of the number that appears at the 
beginning of the string. If no number appears at 
the beginning, the string evaluates to 0.  
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 Another option for conversion between types is 
casting (or type casting). Casting does not change 
a variable’s content—it creates a temporary copy of 
a variable’s value in memory.  

 The concatenation operator (.) combines multiple 
strings. 

 A print statement split over multiple lines prints 
all the data that is enclosed in its parentheses. 
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 Function define creates a named constant. It takes two 
arguments—the name and value of the constant. An 
optional third argument accepts a boolean value that 
specifies whether the constant is case insensitive—
constants are case sensitive by default. 

 Uninitialized variables have undefined values that 
evaluate differently, depending on the context. In a 
numeric context, it evaluates to 0. In contrast, when an 
undefined value is interpreted in a string context (e.g., 
$nothing), it evaluates to the string "undef".  

 Keywords may not be used as function, method, class 
or namespace names. 
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 PHP provides the capability to store data in arrays. Arrays are 
divided into elements that behave as individual variables. 
Array names, like other variables, begin with the $ symbol.  

 Individual array elements are accessed by following the 
array’s variable name with an index enclosed in square 
brackets ([]).  

 If a value is assigned to an array element of an array that 
does not exist, then the array is created. Likewise, assigning a 
value to an element where the index is omitted appends a 
new element to the end of the array. 

 Function count returns the total number of elements in the 
array.  

 Function array creates an array that contains the arguments 
passed to it. The first item in the argument list is stored as 
the first array element (index 0), the second item is stored as 
the second array element and so on. 

©1992-2012 by Pearson Education, Inc. All 

Rights Reserved. 



 Arrays with nonnumeric indices are called 
associative arrays.  

 You can create an associative array using the 
operator =>, where the value to the left of the 
operator is the array index and the value to the 
right is the element’s value. 

 PHP provides functions for iterating through the 
elements of an array.  

 Each array has a built-in internal pointer, which 
points to the array element currently being 
referenced.  

 Function reset sets the internal pointer to the first 
array element. Function key returns the index of 
the element currently referenced by the internal 
pointer, and function next moves the internal 
pointer to the next element.  
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 The foreach statement, designed for 
iterating through arrays, starts with the 
array to iterate through, followed by the 
keyword as, followed by two variables—the 
first is assigned the index of the element 
and the second is assigned the value of that 
index’s element. (If only one variable is 
listed after as, it is assigned the value of 
the array element.) 
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 Many string-processing tasks can be accomplished 
using the equality and relational operators (==, !=, 
<, <=, > and >=). 

 Function strcmp compares two strings. The 
function returns -1 if the first string alphabetically 
precedes the second string, 0 if the strings are 
equal, and 1 if the first string alphabetically follows 
the second.  
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